
RESOLUTION NUMBER 35  

HONORING THE RED, BLACK AND GREEN FLAG  

 

WHEREAS, historians have written that the Red, Black, and Green Flag was created by the Honorable 

Marcus Garvey and introduced at the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) convention in 1920 in 

Madison Square Garden in New York City; and  

 

WHEREAS, UNIA was the organization founded by Marcus Garvey and had chapters throughout the USA, 

the Caribbean, South America, Africa and Canada. There were two (2) chapters in the St. Louis area. 

Their headquarters are now in Cleveland, OH; and  

 

WHEREAS, although other designs are also considered to be International African flags the three equal 

horizontal stripes of Red, Black, and Green originated by the UNIA in 1920, is the design most often 

referenced. The Universal Negro Improvement Association and African Communities League (UNIA) formally 

adopted the flag on August 13, 1920, in Article 39 of the Declaration of Rights of the Negro Peoples of the 

World. During its month-long convention held at Madison Square Garden in New York City, United States; and  

 

WHEREAS, there are differing historical explanations as to Marcus Garvey’s reasons for creating the flag.  A 

1921 report that appeared in the Africa Times and Orient Review, for which Marcus Garvey previously worked, 

quoted him regarding the importance of the flag: “Show me the race or the nation without a flag, and I will 

show you a race of people without any pride. Aye! In song and mimicry, they have said, Every race has a flag 

but the coon. How true! Aye! But that was said of us four years ago. They can't say it now...;” and   

 

WHEREAS, it has been explained by journalist Charles Mowbray White that Garvey proposed the colors for 

the following reasons: "Garvey said Red because of sympathy for the 'Reds of the world’ and the Green their 

sympathy for the Irish in their fight for freedom, and the Black the Negro; and 

 

WHEREAS, alternatively, it is said that the three Pan-African colors on the flag represent: Red: the blood that 

unites all people of Black African ancestry, and shed for liberation; Black: black people whose existence as a 

nation, though not a nation-state, is affirmed by the existence of the flag; and Green: the abundant natural 

wealth of Africa; and 

 

WHEREAS, the flag goes by several other names such as the Marcus Garvey Flag, the International African 

Flag, the Universal African Flag, the Black Liberation Flag, the Afro-American Flag, the Black Nationalist 

Flag, the African Nationalist Flag, the New Afrikans Liberation Flag and the Pan-African Flags; and 

WHEREAS, whatever the reason for the creation of the flag, the flag later became an African nationalist 

symbol for the worldwide liberation of people of African origin. As an emblem of Black pride, the flag became 

popular during the Black Liberation movement of the 1960s; and 

WHEREAS, on February 7, 2014 The St Louis City Board of Aldermen passed Resolution 223CS directing the 

City to prominently display the Red, Black and Green Flag at, in and outside of City Hall each year during the 

month of February (African-American History Month) to recognize and celebrate the many contributions that 

Black Americans have made and are still making to make America the great country that it is today; and  

WHEREAS, August 13, 2020 marks the 100th Anniversary of the Red, Black and Green Flag and as such this 

significant, note-worthy important anniversary and legacy passed down to those of us of African Ancestry by 

our ancestors should be honored, noted, and celebrated as a time to honor Black African Ancestry and the many 

contributions people of African Ancestry have made to our great Country. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the sponsors of this resolution in honoring the 

100th Anniversary of the Red, Black and Green Flag encourage all who support and honor the legacy passed 

down to us by African ancestors to feel free to proudly fly, wear and/or carry the Red, Black and Green Flag 

on Thursday, August 13, 2020 and throughout the month of August.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of this Honorable Board of Aldermen be instructed to prepare 

a properly inscribed copy of this resolution to be presented at a time and place deemed appropriate by the 

sponsors to persons and organization in the St. Louis Community that have worked to provide significant 

contributions to furthering of African American causes in the City of St. Louis. 

 

Introduced on this 18th day of September 2020 by 

The Honorable Sharon Tyus, Alderwoman 1st Ward 

The Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward  

The Honorable John Muhammad, Alderman 21st Ward  

The Honorable Pamela Boyd, Alderwoman 27th Ward  

The Honorable Brandon Bosley, Alderman 3rd Ward  

The Honorable Lisa Middlebrook, Alderwoman 2nd Ward  



The Honorable Shameem Clark-Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward  

The Honorable Jesse Todd, Alderman 18th Ward  

The Honorable Dwinderlin Evans, Alderwoman 4th Ward  

 

Adopted this 18th day of September, 2020 as attested by: 

 

 

 

______________________________  _____________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


